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To visit Paulo Coelho's blog (up-dated daily), please click here.

This newsletter can also be read in my blog. Please feel free to send your comments!

I would like to inform you that you can now reproduce my texts freely in any website as long as you mention the author

You can also send free e-cards to your friends.

How wonderful that the newsletter on Hope coincides with its eighth anniversary! With over 150,000 subscribers and more than 5 million on-line accesses! Thanks for all your support!

The second cardinal virtue: Hope

According to the dictionary: a tendency of the spirit to consider something as probable; the second of the theological virtues; expectation; supposition; probability.

In the words of Jesus: Look at the wild birds.  They do not sow or reap, or store their food in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more account than they?  But which of you with all his worry can add a single hour to his life?  Why should you worry about clothing?  See how the wild flowers grow.  They do not toil or spin, and yet I tell you, Solomon in all his splendor was never dressed like one of them.  But if God so beautifully dresses the wild grass, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not so much more surely clothe you, you who have so little faith? (Matthew, 6: 26-30)

For the ancient Greeks: In one of the classic myths of the Creation, one of the gods, furious at the fact that Prometheus stole fire and in doing so gave men their independence, sends Pandora to marry her brother Epimetheus.  Pandora brings along a box, which she is forbidden to open.  However, just as happens to Eve in the Christian myth, her curiosity gets the better of her: she raises the lid to see what is inside, and at this moment all the troubles of the world spill out and spread all over the Earth.  Only one thing remains inside: Hope, the only arm to combat the misfortune that has scattered throughout the world.  

The four greatest hopes of humanity: 

1] The coming of the Messiah (in the case of Christianism, the return of Christ; in the case of Islam and Judaism, the first coming); 2] the cure of cancer; 3] the discovery of extraterrestrial life; and 4] world peace. (Source: research on the most hoped-for newspaper headlines, 1996)

A real story: At the age of five, Glenn Cunninghan (1909-1988) suffered serious burns to the legs, and the doctors had no hopes for his recovery.  They all felt that he was condemned to spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair.

Glenn Cunningham paid no attention to the doctors and got out of bed the following week. 

“The doctors saw my legs but they did not see my heart.  Now I’m going to run faster than anyone.”  

In 1934 he beat the 1500-meter world record with the time of 4 minutes and 6 seconds.  He was paid homage in Madison Square Garden as Athlete of the Century.

In a Hassidic story (Jewish tradition): At the end of the forty days of deluge, Noah  emerged from the Ark.  He disembarked full of hope, lit some incense, looked around him, and all he saw was destruction and death.  Noah cried out:

"Lord Almighty, if you knew the future, why did you create man?  Just for the pleasure of punishing him?"

A triple perfume  rose to the sky: the incense, the perfume of Noah’s tears, and the aroma of his actions.  Then came the answer:

"The prayers of a just man are always heard.  Let me tell you why I did this: so that might understand your work.  You and your descendants will use hope and will always be rebuilding a world that came from nothing.  In that way we shall share the work and the consequences: now we are both responsible."

The individual’s four greatest hopes: 

1] Meeting the beloved one; 2] being free of financial problems; 3] being free of sickness; 4] immortality. (Source: Irving Wallace, The Book of Lists, 1977) 

Hoping to be remembered: The great Caliph Alrum Al-Rachid decided to build a palace that would mark the grandeur of his reign.  Besides the chosen terrain stood a shack.  Al-Rachid asked his minister to convince the owner – an old weaver – to sell it to be demolished.  The minister tried, but without any success.  Back at the palace, it was suggested that they simply expel the old man from the site. 

“No,” answered Al-Rachid.  “It will become part of my legacy to my people.  When they see the palace, they will say: he was great.  And when they see the shack, they will say: he was just, because he respected the desire of others.”

(next Warrior of Light Online Love)
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Agenda: if you want to know where Paulo Coelho will be this month, please click here
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