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Accepting paradoxes

"It’s odd," the warrior muses to himself.  "I have met so many people who, at the first chance they get, try to show the worst of themselves.  They hide their interior strength through aggressiveness and disguise the fear of solitude with an air of independence.  They don’t believe in their own capacity but are always extolling their virtues to the four winds.”

The warrior reads these messages in many men and women he knows.  He is never fooled by appearances and insists on remaining silent when others try to impress him.  But he uses the opportunity to correct his flaws – since people are always a good mirror.

A warrior puts to good use every opportunity to teach himself and to admit his own contradictions.

Patience and Speed

A Warrior of Light needs patience and speed at the same time.  The two biggest mistakes of a strategy are to act prematurely and to let the opportunity pass by.  To avoid making these mistakes, the warrior copes with each situation as if it were unique, and applies no formulas, prescriptions or the opinions of others.

Caliph Moauiyat asked Omar Ben Al-Aas what was the secret of his great political skill: “I have never gotten involved in any matter without first studying the way out; on the other hand, I have never become involved and wanted to get out right away,” was his answer.

Pardoning x Accepting

A Warrior of Light always keeps his heart clean of the sentiment of hate.  To do so, he needs to pardon.

When he walks to a fight, he never forgets Christ’s words: "love your enemies."

And the warrior obeys, but always remembers that Christ did not say: “like your enemies.” 

The act of pardoning does not oblige him to accept everything.  A warrior must not lower his head, otherwise he loses sight of the horizon of his dreams.

Resting x Acting

In the interval of the combat, the warrior rests.

He often spends days on end doing nothing, because his heart needs that.

But his intuition remains alert.  He does not commit the capital sin of Sloth, because he knows where that can lead to: the tepid feeling of Sunday afternoons, when time passes – and nothing else.

The warrior calls this "cemetery peace."  He recalls an extract from the Apocalypse: I curse you because you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were cold or hot!  But since you’re tepid, I shall vomit you from my mouth.

A warrior rests and laughs.  But he is always attentive and ready to act.

Angel x Devil

A warrior knows that an angel and a devil dispute the hand that holds the sword.

The devil says: "you are going to fail.  You are going to miss the right moment.  You are afraid."

The angel says: "you are going to fail.  You are going to miss the right moment.  You are afraid."

The warrior is surprised.  Both of them say the same thing.

Then the devil continues: "let me help you."

And the angel says: "I’ll help you."

That is when the warrior notices the difference.  The words are the same, but the allies are different.

So he dedicates his victory to God.  And with the confidence of the brave he chooses the hand of his angel.

Believing in signs 

The Warrior of Light knows the importance of his intuition.

In the midst of battle he has no time to think about the enemy’s blows – so he uses his instinct and obeys his angel.  In times of peace he deciphers the signs that God sends him.

People say: "he’s crazy."

Or else: "he lives in a world of fantasy."

Or even: "how can he trust things that have no logic?"

But the warrior knows that intuition is the alphabet of God, and continues listening to the wind and talking to the stars.

Believing in love 

For the warrior, there is no such thing as impossible love.  He does not let himself be intimidated by silence, indifference or rejection.  He knows that behind the mask of ice that people wear there exists a heart of fire.

That is why the warrior risks more than others.  He seeks tirelessly for someone’s love - even if this means often hearing the word "no", returning home defeated and feeling rejected in both body and soul.

A warrior does not let himself become scared when he seeks what he needs.  Without love he is nothing.

Believing in negotiation

A Warrior of Light cannot always choose his battle field.  Sometimes he is caught by surprise in the midst of combats he did not desire, but there is no use in fleeing, because these combats will follow him.

So at the moment when the conflict is almost inevitable, the warrior talks with his adversary.  Without showing fear or cowardice, he tries to find out why the other wants the fight, what reasons made him leave his village and seek him out for a duel.  Without unsheathing his sword, the warrior convinces him that that combat is not his.

A Warrior of Light listens to what his adversary has to say.  And only fights if it is necessary.  But if there is no alternative he thinks neither of victory or defeat: he takes the combat all the way to the end. 

Believing in perseverance

The Warrior of Light never forgets the old advice about accepting trials and criticism humbly.

Injustice happens.  He also suddenly finds himself involved in situations that he did not deserve, at moments that he has no means to defend himself.

At such times the warrior remains silent.  He does not waste energy on words, because they can do nothing; it is better to use his strength to resist, be patient and know that Someone is watching.  Someone who saw unjust suffering and cannot accept that.

This Someone gives the warrior what he needs most: time.  Sooner or later everything will once again work in his favor.

A Warrior of Light is wise; he does not comment on his defeats.

Believing the Personal Legend

A Warrior of Light assumes his Personal legend entirely – his reason for living.  His companions remark: "his faith is admirable!"

The warrior is proud for a few minutes and then ashamed of what he hears, because he does not possess the faith that he displays.

At this moment his angel whispers to him: "you are only an instrument of the light.  There is no reason to feel proud of yourself or to feel guilty; there is only reason to fulfill your destiny."

And the Warrior of Light, aware that he is an instrument, feels calmer and more secure.  
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